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EDITORIALS 


Wisner celebrates 


its 100th birthday 


This weekend marks the official observance of 
Wisner's centennial since the town was named after 
its founder, Edward Wisner, owner of a plantation 
where the town was born, 

In a special section in this edition of The Franklin 
Sun, the Rev. Thomas Peoples, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church in Wisner, writes about the region 
prior to the formation of Wisner. In summary, Wisner 
sprang from the land and its natural resources, 

In the 100 years since the town. came into being, 
Wisner has survived off the land, its natural re- 
sources and its people. Farming and forestry were 
the mainstays of Wisner's economy in the past. 

Now, farming continues to be the primary staple 
bolstered by catfish farming. The Wisner area leads 
the state in the infant catfish industry. 

To celebrate its centennial, Wisner has chosen this 
weekend as the time marked ‘with family entertain-| | 
ment and events symbolic of Wisner's history. The 
good people in Wisner invite all of us to attend. 


The centennial celebration is more than just a Wis- 
ner party. It is one for all of Franklin Parish, because 
Wisner has been the anchor for the southern portion 
of the parish down through the years, 


The Sun sends its best wishes to Wisner on its 
birthday. We also invite our readers to turn to the 
special section about Wisner in this edition. 


The section was compiled and edited by Leslie 
Young, who grew up in Baton Rouge but now makes 
her home with her husband and children in Wisner. | 
Like others today and in the past, she likes the flavor | 
of a quiet small town that Wisner continues to have / 
even after one hundred years. 
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What do you know about the founding of Wisner? 


There was a man who bought some land from the government, and most 
of the people who owned it after he did lost it through bankruptcy. ‘There 
was around 4,000 acres originally. hen, in 1892, a man named Edward 
Wisner purchased this land, and the town was named after him, 

The way I understand it, all the area of the town of Wisner was a part 
of the Hopé Estate plantation. 


Who were the early merchants? 


When I came to Wisner in 1996, I believe there were three stores, 
Let's start south and go north. First was A.J. Ensminger's general store 
which included the post office. It was located where the feed store is 
now, Next was T.B, Gilbert's store which was in a wooden building that 
has since fallen down. The next building was the first mercantile business 
in Wisner, which was a general store on the site now occupied by A.B. Moore's 
Drygoods Store, This was a square building made of rough cypress planks, 
and it stood five feet high on round cypress blocks. The walls were not 
sealed. It contained living quarters also, After that was Paul Shipp's 
store, 


Who were the first settlers here? Do you know when the first settlers came? 


I don't know; wish I did. The families when we came here in 1908 were: 
A.J. Ensminger, T.L. Dobbins, W.B. Batey, E.A. Pennybaker at Hope Estate, 
Dr. W.A, Mecom, and W.H, Humble, The Lewis house is the oldest house in 
town and the Inez Bennett house, which is now the Wamsley home is next, 


Was Dr, Mecom a medical doctor? 


He was the first doctor here. There was a doctor across the creek at 
Oakley, a Dr. Griffin. There was a Dr. Trahern who lived at Holly Grove; 
however, I don't think he was an M.D. ‘There were doctors at that time who 
did not have a degree in medicine but knew all the family. remedies. Inci- 
dentally, I have a bill at home from Dr. Griffin, who attended one of my 
uncles who died and possibly my mother when I was born. The bill was 
written in 1900, 


Was Wisner wooded or a prairie in the early 1800's? 


Earlier, I imagine it was wooded. It was not in that condition in 1800 
because ‘my people came up the Ouachita River and bought some land at the 
mouth of the Boeuf River and settled there in 1860. They migrated inland and 
bought a place down here when there was talk of a railroad coming through, 
ty grandmother bought her land from Judge Elam, down at Elam, and established 
a business consisting of a cotton gin, store, saloon, and farm. She was one 
of the first ones in Franklin Parish to donate land for the right-of-way for 


the railroad, That was in 1895 or 1896, 
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was your grandmother's name? 


Her first husband. was named Starts. He went to. New Orleans to buy 
merchandise for the store, and it must have been during the yellow fever 
epidemic because he died. Then she "primped up" and married a Captain 
Allen from. Baton Rouge so her name became allen--Luetha pees My grand- 
mother was originally from St. Louis. sf 


You mentioned your grandmother's. having a saloon. Was it wet here?, 


: It was wet here several times, We've had saloons in Wisner; I don't 
remember any in Winnsboro. . 


What do you remember about the floods of 1912 or 19272 


Most. of the early. uptown buildings were built off the ground. It has 
been general talk for years that the flood of 1882 was the record for this 
area of Franklin,.Parish., .At that time, Wisner escaped innudation by two. 
feet, In 1912, it escaped by only four feet. I was only. twelve years old 
in 1912,,. During the. flood, there was no traffic, no trains. The trains 
would stop in Monroe or somewhere up north, or go down to: Deer. Creek: around 
Elam, but that, is as: far as they could go.. Just below town where that 
trestle is in front of. the: Ford Motor Company everything was covered with 
water... You could swim there... I. went- swimming many times, during the high 
water, up above town across from the Baptist Church across the railroad 
tracks on the road to Hope Estate, I even set out trout lines there. The 
town: was. completely encircled because the. bayous: around here were full of 
water. I made a homemade boat and put it in the bayou behind the gin. I 
took a little, butter keg and wired it to a piece of breech timber as a 
seat for the boat and paddled it up and hayes The water must have been 
20 or 30 feet deep... . ee : aes as 


Tell us About the. early railroad here... 7 = ae 


I understand that the first depot here was just a shed that people 

could stand under to keep out of the rain while waiting for the train. 
It was just a flagstop. Ernest Lee Lewis told me that he was the first 
depot agent that Wisner had... .The nice, big-depot that we ate now, and 
have had for. 50 or.60 years, was built later. 

~ The train that. came puree Wisner was the New Orleans, Natchez, and 
Fort Scott, : a, ‘ Ase dig 

: (Mr Sheffield pave, me "the folipeiag. antornatton on the baetnhings of 
the railroad in Wisner. from.a research.paper.he ig writing.) -. ousle 
“February 14,, 1890, documents. were signed and recorded giving the New 
Orleans, Natchez and Fort Scott Railroad Company a 100-foot rightsof-way 
from Deer Creek north through the settlement of Wisner. Those donating 
land for this right- of-way. were Luetha Allen, who lived at Elam, T.B. 
Gilbert, T.L, ‘Dobbins, and Edward Wisner, for. whom the town was named. 
It was noted, however, that some of the land given for this. right-of-way 
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Everyone hada glamorous‘ time: “This was in 19197" I believe’ we sponsored 
the thing, and I-bélieve it’ cost us $100, maybe a little more. I ama 
pretty good brush man, and we had advertised it by writing all over the 
sidewalks. After the dance was over, Tucker and I cleared quite a little 
pile, so I walked’ into the bank the next day to make a deposit. There was 
a stranger in there who asked me if we had a pretty big crowd at the dance 
last night, I said, “Yes sir, we had a fine crowd." "Did you make plenty 
of money?" asked the man. “Yas sir," I said, "we did all right." The man 
said, "I'm from the Internal Revenue Service, and I want 20% of it." 


Who had the first gin?* > ne mY need : 


Dr. Trahern may have, He had a horse-powered gin. The horses would 
go around in a circle like at a sugar cane mill, : 


How was your grandmother's: gin poweted?*) (6 fe. 


It had a steam boiler. The old boiler remained years after she died. 
I think my uncle finally sold it to Lee Jackson's scrap iron dealer down 
there, The house part stood there for years, up to the late '20's, and 
they used it for a hay barn (a stable). T.B. Gilbert had a portable gins 
He went ‘around in: the" freezing’ weather and’ ginned pedple! s cotton’at their 
house. I don't know how-it worked 6r anything like that, but that is how 
he started. Mrv Gilbert’alSo had an oft ‘mill here in town. ‘It"was’ similar 
to the one at Port Gibson, only it wasn't as big. It was as big as the gin; 
in fact, it was part of the gin. When I was a child, I would take a tine 
can and scoop up oil out of one of the vats to oil my bicycle. (From Mr, 
Sheffield's paper:) “The firm of T,.B, Gilbert and Co. was established in 
the year 1884; They operated many phases of business such as: réal’ estate, 
retail merchants, planters, ranchers, timber dealers, cotton buyers, oil 
mill, and a cotton gin. -This business added much to the’ progress of ‘Wisner 
and the entire parish of Franklin. It was through the influence of T, B. 
Gilbert, President’of the above firm, that the’ Franklin State Bank and 
Trust Co. (Later to opén branches in Wisner, Crowville, and Baskin) was 
organized in Winnsboro, The Baskin branch did’ not fair so well ‘and was 
eventually closed due to repeated armed robberies and economic conditions 
in the area-at that time. The dld, great vault which may be seen from 
Highway 15 on the west side on the center of town is all that: remains to 
monument its existence." 
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Mr, Fosters whak do you remember about Wisner when you moved there? 


A ame 


When I came to Wisner 50 years ago, they had four passenger trains. 
The main road‘was’a'dirt road without even‘any gravel; Thefé used to be™* 
a saw mill down below town here, and there was'a mud'holé in which you!" 
would get stuck going to the mill and going to get the mail in the winter- 
time. When I first came to Wisner, there was another sawmill up above town. 
There was a two-story building up there on the railroad tracks where’ the 
Baptist Church is today. There was a high mound of guvdistvthere.: I 
imagine the two-story building was probably the hotel or the sawmill. Then 
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on North Street, which: is beside the Baptist Church (by Shipp Chevrolet), 
all. that was a sawmill... Out.of the Moore home is the framework of one of 
these old houses. In about 1905 or 1906, a man and his wife by the name. 
of Black lived-there. At that time, people carried pistols like they did 
out west, only instead of using holsters, they had them in a pocket or a. 
waistband. Anyway, Mr. Black's pistol fell out of his pocket and shot 
him in the leg, Gangrene set in and he didd, : 


Who were merchants when you lived in Gilbert? 


Sherrouse, Ward, and Dan Gilbert, Tom Gilbert's brother. Gilbert has 
always been about the same size. o : 

We used to go by Gilbert on a dirt road and dust would fly all over 
everything. I had a second-hand old car. Bob Morris was the marshall. 
To show how fast. the cars went, one day I was going through Gilbert and 
Bob: jumped, on the running. board. of: my car and said, "Bill, I want you'to ! 
stop speeding through here." 


What do- you remember, about early law enforcement, or the Klan? 


The. Klan existed here at one time’, but it wasn't. very active.. There 
wasn't any law; , We had- a. deputy: sheriff: (appointed by the sheriff) around 
Holly Grove,, and he handled the details down here. “If you needed'the' > ‘ 
sheriff, you would have to either telephone or writevhim a letter telling 
him to come and investigate. 


Who had the first car in Wisner? 

Doris Shippey.; She had a cadillac. T,B. Gilbert had the next one. It 
was a White steamer, a steam car, White was a pretty big manufacturer of 
trucks; One of the old kinds of cars was a high-wheel car, The sheriff 
had one. He'd lift up the running board to start the motor, and come down 
in his high-wheel car (wheels like a buggy with a chain drive and’ a crank 
with the motor on the side). Jake Richardson had one of those cars in 
Winnsboro,.. It was the first one I had ever seen, He used to haul "drummers" 
(salesmen) when the road would permit down to here or Sicily Island, After 
the high-wheel car came the Model T, then they got lower wheeled cars. 

Jake held on to hig high-wheeled car because he said it was the best kind; 
however, on one trip down here, it quit running, and he had to send to 
Natchez for a mechanic. 


How did you put out fires? 


We didn't; everything usually burned down. One time, around Christmas 
our home burned down. All we had for help were buckets of water, and they 
didn't do any good, There had been a heavy snow storm, biggest snow I've 
ever seen, and we had a big snowman in the front of the house. The house 
burned completely down; however, as hot as that fire was, it never melted 
that snowman, and he wasn't but ten feet away from the front porch. 
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